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Wincanton Friends – Are you a lady who is at a new stage in your life? New to Wincanton? Would like to get out for a chat and meet new friends once a month? Wincanton Friends meet on the third Wednesday of each month 2-4pm in The Sun Lounge at The Memorial Hall. Sharing friendship over coffee and cake in a safe space. Raffle and guest speakers. We can’t wait to meet you! For more details contact Pauline on bastablepm1507@gmail.com

Local Unpaid Carers Group – Held on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 2pm-3:30pm at River Cale Café, Cemetery Lane, Wincanton BA9 9ED in the Café Room. Meet other carers, advice & information, share ideas, visiting speakers. For more information contact cathh@somersetrcc.org.uk or Tel: 07535 279359. www.somersetcarers.org. All Welcome! 
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From the readings: “Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ ”.

Prayer Chain: If you would like immediate prayers for yourself or someone you know please contact the following (requests passed in confidence): Penny Ashton 07733 162342 or Judy Chiplen 33834. If you wish to join the prayer chain, contact Judy 33834. If you wish to be added to our Prayer List, contact Penny, Judy or Rachel in the Parish Office.

Please continue to pray for those of our fellowship and friends who are ill or recovering from operations: June Beech, Ann & Bryan Phillips, Sam (Gill Oaten’s Great Great Nephew),  Brenda Piper, Rosemary Watson, Elroi Manor, Oliver Feltham, Mavis Way, Andrew Gardner, Elizabeth Wise, Brian Dicker, Christopher Browne, Sandra Jones, Josie Dukes, Ben White, Anne Beaven, Grace Cox, Sandra James, Doug Puckett, Ken Madeley,  Julie, Rob Munday (Kath White’s son), Dawn Old, Stuart Avery.

Please remember the long-term sick, the housebound & their carers.

Please pray for those who grieve, and for the departed:

· We pray for all involved in the life of our parishes and our churches as we come together in a new Benefice of Pen Selwood, Wincanton, Charlton Musgrove, Cucklington and Stoke Trister with Bayford and worship together as one Benefice. 
· We pray for Rev Lydia Avery and her work as Benefice Development Priest, developing and shaping our Benefice in preparation for the arrival of a new Rector.


CONTACT US: Administrator - Rachel Feltham  01963 824503  in the Parish Office office@wincantonparishchurch.co.uk  Office hours: Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 9:30-1pm. The Parish Office, 38 High Street, Wincanton BA9 9JF. Website for Wincanton: www.wincantonparishchurch.co.uk Pen Selwood: www.penselwood.ning Facebook Page: Wincanton and Pen Selwood CofE Churches. Find us on www.achurchnearyou.com. 
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 	      21st December 2025 – 3rd January 2026   
       4th Sunday of Advent – 1st Sunday of Christmas






Everyone is very warmly welcome to our services: 
          
Welcome!

SUNDAY 21st December:  

10:00am    Pen Selwood – Joint Communion Service with Rev Lydia Avery
  6:00pm   Wincanton – Carol Service with Rev Lydia Avery

Readings:   Romans 1: 1-7			Matthew 1: 18-end

Please join us for tea and coffee after the services!
A loop system operates at both churches.  Large print service sheets and hymn books are also available, as well as this newsletter, please ask a Churchwarden for them. ‘Play bags’ are available for children in the play corner at Wincanton. A public toilet is available just outside the North gate up the road on the right-hand side at Wincanton. At Pen Selwood toilet facilities are in the adjacent village hall (please obtain the key from a sides-person/helper). 
WEDNESDAY 24th December:  
4:00pm Wincanton – Family Crib Service with Penny Ashton
6:00pm Pen Selwood – Joint First Communion of Christmas with Rev L Avery

THURSDAY 25th December:  
10:00am Wincanton – Family Communion Service with Revd Ken Masters

FRIDAY 26th December:  
10:00am Wincanton – St Stephen’s Day Said Communion with Revd K Masters

SUNDAY 28th December:  
10:00am St Andrew’s Church, Stoke Trister – Whole Benefice Service with
Rev Prebendary Mike Vockins OBE (a short, reflective service with worship)

Church Diary 
DIARY DATES

Black Bin Café 	Held in Pen Selwood Village Hall every other Friday 10:30am – 12:30pm a great social event and well worth a visit. Tea, coffee and wonderful cakes. Café next open January 2nd, 16th, & 30th 2026. Please check www.penselwood.ning for more details. 

Mobile Library	Visits Pen Selwood at the Old Orchard lay by in Queens Grove monthly 12:30-12:45pm. January dates to follow…

10th January	Coffee Morning in Wincanton Church 10:00am – 12:00 noon.   Raffle, Homemade Cakes & Savouries, Bookstall &, Refreshments. Everybody welcome! 
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Sun 21st Dec   10:00am   Pen Selwood – Joint Communion Service (Rev Lydia Avery)
             6:00pm	 Wincanton – Carol Service (Rev Lydia Avery)
Wed 24th Dec   4:00pm   Wincanton – Family Crib Service (Penny Ashton)
            6:00pm	 Pen Selwood – Joint 1st Communion of Christmas (Rev H Jalland)
Thur 25th Dec 10:00am   Wincanton – Family Communion Service (Revd Ken Masters)
Fri 26th Dec    10:00am   Wincanton – St Stephen’s Said Communion (Revd Ken Masters)
Tues 30th Dec   7:30pm    Wincanton – Bell Ringing Practice in Church
Sun 4th Jan        9:00am    Pen Selwood – Family Rise & Shine Service (Penny Ashton)
           10:45am	 Wincanton – Communion Service (Revd Ken Masters)
St Peter & St Paul’s Church Wincanton is open Mon-Fri from 9am–3pm via the South Door.   
The Church will only be open for services over the Christmas & new year period.
St Michael’s Church in Pen Selwood is open every day 10am – 3pm. 

Church Notices

Wincanton Church Coffee Mornings – We would be very grateful for donations for Raffle prizes for our coffee mornings please, also donations of homemade cakes & sausage rolls would be hugely appreciated. Bring your donations along to the coffee morning or see the Churchwardens. Raffle prizes can be left at the Parish Office. The next coffee morning is on January 10th. Thank you for your support.

Wincanton Food Bank – Thank you for your donations towards the Christmas hampers. Many people have been blessed with them. If you could give something over the next couple of weeks, we need jars of paste and cleaning items. We have no room at present for any more baked beans, tinned spaghetti, pasta or rice. Thank you & Happy Christmas,  Julie. Services in our Benefice Churches:

Sunday 21st Dec   10am Holy Communion	    St Michael, Pen Selwood
		    10am Morning Praise		    St Johns, Charlton Musgrove
		    6pm Carol Service    		    St Peter & St Paul, Wincanton
		    7pm Carols by Candlelight	    St Lawrence, Cucklington

Christmas Eve      4pm Crib Service		    St Johns, Charlton Musgrove
		    4pm Crib Service		    St Peter & St Paul, Wincanton
		    6pm 1st Communion of Xmas   St Michael, Pen Selwood 

Christmas Day      9am Holy Communion	    St Lawrence, Cucklington
		    10am Family Communion	    St Peter & St Paul, Wincanton
		    10:30am Holy Communion        St Stephen, Charlton Musgrove

Friday 26th Dec    10am Said Communion	    St Peter & St Paul, Wincanton

Sunday 28th Dec   10am United Benefice Service     St Andrews, Stoke Trister 

Sunday 4th Jan      9am Rise & Shine Families	     St Michaels, Pen Selwood
		     10am Said Holy Communion	     St Lawrences, Cucklington
		     10am Cafe Church		     St Johns, Charlton Musgrove
 		     10:45am Holy Communion       St Peter & St Pauls, Wincanton

St Stephen’s Church,  Rectory Lane, Charlton Musgrove   St John’s Church, Barrow Lane, Charlton Musgrove


Benefice Social Evening – Save the date in your new 2026 diary! January 17th, 2026 from 7pm in Cucklington Village Hall. Fun, friendly, social event for our new benefice parishes!

On Sunday 28th December  there will be a united Benefice service at St Andrew’s Church in Stoke Trister at 10am with Rev Prebendary Mike Vockins OBE. This will be a reflective service for the new year with a short act of worship. If you would like to attend this service and need a lift, please the let the Churchwardens know. Judy – 01963 33834.

There will be a Christmas Card at the back of Wincanton Church, please do use this to send your Christmas and new year wishes to your Church family at this blessed time of year. 

Used Postage Stamps are being collected in Wincanton Church. Place your used postage stamps in the box on the table by the North door (they need to be cut with a centimetre margin please) or drop them at 7 Southgate Drive, Wincanton.  Thank you. Sue Hannam.

Mothers’ Union Diary – Elizabeth Baxter has a spare 2026 diary if you missed the deadline to order yours and would like one for £5 – please see Elizabeth in Church in January.

Contact Pool – The winners of the November draw (drawn at the coffee morning on 13th December 2025 are: 1st prize £30 Mr D Puckett (no.35), 2nd prize £20 Mrs M Carr (no.93) and 3rd prize £10 Mrs P Cooper (no.12). Congratulations to all the winners, and a Happy Christmas! Joanna Durham-Matthews.

The Parish Office is now closed and will re-open on Friday 2nd January at 9:30am. Wishing you all a blessed Christmas and a peaceful new year. It has been an absolute pleasure working alongside you all in 2025, and I am very much looking forward to the coming year in our new Benefice and what this new year will bring for us all. Rachel xxx
Prayer for the Benefice
Beloved God, guide us as we work together at this time of change, to love and encourage one another in Faith. Bless Rev Lydia as we support her in bringing together our parishes of Wincanton, Pen Selwood, Cucklington, Charlton Musgrove and Stoke Trister with Bayford into one Benefice to worship you.  Amen.
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